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May 15, 2001

01-122
For Immediate Release:
NEW PROVOST ANNOUNCED AT EIU

CHARLESTON - A New England economist with 25 years of administrative
and teaching experience in higher education has been named the chief academic
officer at Eastern Illinois University.
Eastern President Carol Surles today announced the appointment of Blair M.
Lord, 53, vice provost for academic affairs at the University of Rhode Island, as the new
provost and vice president for academic affairs.
Lord, who was one of five finalists for provost, will succeed Lida Wall, who has
served in the interim since September. She will return to her former post as dean of the
College of Sciences.
Lord will begin his new duties Aug. 1. Surles will formally seek the approval of his
administrative appointment from the EIU Board of Trustees next month.
- more-
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astern Illinois University emphasizes distinguished teaching in the liberal arts, sciences and selected professions. A traditional,
residential state university of recognized quality, Eastern enrolls more than 10,000 students in undergraduate and graduate programs.
The university, located in Charleston, also serves the region through a variety of non-credit and off-site degree programs, as well as cultural
and recreational opportunities. Eastern's pursuit of excellence attracts well-qualified students of an increasingly diverse population and a
teaching faculty active in research and public service who utilize the latest technology.
www.eiu.edu
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"I am thrilled and excited at the prospect of joining the Eastern Illinois University
community. Everyone I met during my two visits to Charleston was warm and
welcoming and spoke eloquently about the fine work that is being done at EIU. I look
forward to working with the faculty, staff and students to continue this wonderful
trad ition and build on it in ways that are appropriate for Eastern," Lord said.
He added, "One of my Rhode Island colleagues described Eastern as a
'hidden jewel' in the Illinois system. As one who had spent a number of years at the
University of Illinois, I believe his remarks are well informed.
"Having spent my entire career at public institutions of higher education, I believe
that the really important work of higher education takes place in institutions like Eastern
and the University of Rhode Island. Our institutions provide access to higher education
to the sons and daughters of working families and seek to apply scholarly
developments in ways that benefit our local and regional economies. Eastern has an
excellent reputation for meeting all of these expectations, and I look forward to this
opportunity.
"It was apparent when I visited Eastern," he said, "that something very special
happens to the students here. With a strong tradition in teacher preparation programs
and a current reputation for excellence in teaching undergraduates and masters-level
graduates, Eastern has established itself strongly in this segment of higher education."
Surles said, "Dr. Lord comes to the university with a distinguished scholarly
record. As a graduate of the University of California - Davis, one of the finest research
-more-
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universities in the nation, he has a keen sense of the role of the triad- teaching,
research and service- in a fine comprehensive state university like Eastern. He has
also been a fine administrator with a tremendous breadth of experience.
"Dr. Lord has earned a reputation for being a calm leader in all situations.
Already, I have appreciated his quick ability to see the full set of dynamics related to
administrative issues, yet his responses are thoughtful and wise. I have enormous
enthusiasm that he is the best candidate to lead our academic mission during this next
phase of Eastern's history. I invite our campus leaders to join him in this courageous
endeavor."
Lord earned his bachelor's and doctorate in economics from the University of
California at Davis in 1970 and 1975, respectively. Following the completion of a
postdoctoral fellowship at the S.S. Huebner Foundation at the University of
Pennsylvania in 1976, he was hired by the University of Rhode Island as an assistant
professor of finance and insurance, and, in succession, was named associate
professor, department chair, senior assistant to the president for resource allocation,
vice provost for academic affairs, acting registrar and acting vice provost for information
services.
As vice provost for academic affairs, Lord has direct responsibility for the
registrar's office, admissions, student financial aid, the honors program and faculty
development. He also oversees curriculum matters for the university's eight degree
granting colleges, the Faculty Senate and the Board of Governors of the State of Rhode
-more-
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Island. His other responsibilities have dealt with accreditation, assessment, academic
planning and faculty workloads, faculty negotiations, and personnel and budget
matters.
At URI, Lord said he is most proud of serving as convener of a presidential
commission which developed a recommendation for a revision of the 20-year-old
general education program. He was also the chief sponsor of an initiative to establish
an integrated enrollment services unit handling the tasks formerly directed by the
registrar, bursar and financial aid offices.
Lord said it's "a little early" to say what issues he will tackle as provost. "Clearly,
my first need is to learn a good deal more about Eastern- its strengths, its aspirations,
its people (faculty, staff and students) before launching major new initiatives. I
anticipate working closely with all constituencies to clarify our collective aspirations and
find the most appropriate means to achieving them in this time of pervasive change in
higher education."
Eastern, like most public institutions of higher education, faces a number of
challenges, he said, with the biggest short-term challenge being financial. "We are also
facing a time of significant change in the landscape of higher education. How we
navigate these changes will determine our long run success."
As a researcher, Lord's interests have included the evaluation of student styles
of learning, the enhancement of undergraduate teaching and learning through
partnerships and the impact of inflation on the insurance industry. He has been coeditor of The Northeast Journal of Business and Economics, an academic publication
-more-
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focusing on regional business and economic issues. He has been a municipal
insurance advisor for 12 cities, towns and schools in Rhode Island.
He has held leadership roles in the American Risk and Insurance Association
and been on the boards of the American Universal Insurance Company and Northeast
Business and Economics Association. He has also done extensive program review and
accreditation work as a member of the New England Association of Schools and
Colleges evaluation teams.
Lord's professional honors include an American Council on Education Fellowship
at the University of Bridgeport (Connecticut), a Postdoctoral Teaching Fellowship (Lilly
Endowment) at the University of Rhode Island and a fellowship in economics at the
University of California at Davis.
Lord said, "My wife, Christine Cnota-Lord, a nurse, has visited Charleston with
me. We are both looking forward to the move; although, having lived for more than 25
years in New England, we have a few butterflies. Each of us has children, most of
whom are grown. They are excited for us, but not looking forward to the longer travel
time necessary to see us."
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Note to the editor: A photo of Blair M. Lord is available at http://www.eiu.edu/-pubaff/lord.htm

